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In this Erratum, we correct a math error and a conceptual misstatement in the publication.
In Sec. IV, we incorrectly calculated δ/d for the simulation data. The correct formula is δ/d = g/(2F0) (in the limit of

small δ). This corrected formula is a factor of 4 smaller than the erroneous formula and, accordingly, shifts the data plotted in
Fig. 6. The new version of this figure is shown here, with the circles shifted to the left by a factor of 4. Given that this graph uses
a logarithmic axis for δ/d that spans four decades, the shift of a factor of 4 does not appreciably change the conclusions of the
plot: the experimental symbols (triangles) agree fairly well with the simulations (circles) with no adjustable parameters.

FIG. 6. Corrected Fig. 6. A plot of the size of the hopper opening w/d for which Pclog = 1/2 as a function of δ/d , the fractional deformation
of a particle due to its own weight. The circles are simulation data and the triangles are from the hydrogel data. The left side of the graph
corresponds to lower gravity or stiffer particles.

We also note that Eq. (3) in the paper for the droplet-wall simulation force is described as being “similar” to Eq. (1) which
gives the droplet-droplet simulation force. In fact, Eq. (1) uses �ri j whereas Eq. (3) uses a unit vector, r̂i,wall. The key conceptual
difference between the droplet-droplet force and the droplet-wall force is that the droplet-droplet force has a finite maximum
as the droplet centers approach (�ri j → 0), while the wall force diverges as a droplet center approaches the wall. This has the
fortunate effect of keeping droplets in the hopper, no matter how large the driving force of gravity is.

In summary, these issues do not affect the conclusions of the paper.

We thank Saeed Alborzi for pointing out the erroneous formula to us. E.R.W. acknowledges funding from the National
Science Foundation (Grant No. CBET-2333224).

2470-0045/2026/113(2)/029902(1) 029902-1 ©2026 American Physical Society

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1503-3633
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1103/sf6h-5j8l&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2026-02-12
https://doi.org/10.1103/sf6h-5j8l

